TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 2992-PS
OFFICE OF U S CHIEF OF COUNSEL

1, Hermenn Friedrich GRAEBE, declare under oath:

At Wiesbaeden, on 10 Novenber 1945 I maede two statements describing
as an eye=-witness the execution of Jews on the former airport near DURNO,
Ukraine, and the herding together, illtreatment and killing of men,
women snd children of the former Ghetto at ROWNO, Ukraine.,

By way of corollsry to tliese stetements 1 depose as follows:

The SS-man scting as the executioner on the edge of the plt during
the shooting of Jewish men, women and children on the airport nesar
DUBNO, wore a SS-uniform with a grey armband gbout 3 cm wlde on the
lower part of his sleeve with the letters "SD" in black on it, woven
in Or embrolded.,

So-Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. PﬁTE'wes in charge of the carrying out of
the Operatio% (Lktion) at ROWNO aduring the night of 13th July 1942.
I knew Dr. PUTZ personally’' as the "Kommendeur der SP u. SD" (Com-
mander of the Security Police aznd Security Service) of Rowno, for

1 had had several discussions with him with a view to preventing

a pogrom cgalngt the Jews (Iudenaktion) et Sdolbunow, Misotsch znd
Ogstrog. Dr. PUTZ was introduced to me by the Area Commissioner
Georg MARSCHAIL. In addition I definitely remember thet a nameplete
was fixed on the outside of the door to his office bearing his name

and ranke.

On the morning of 14 July I recognized three or four SS-men in the
Ghetto, whor I knew personally ahd who were &ll members of the
security Service 1n Rowno. JThese persons also wore the armbend men-
tioned above. 1 cannot recell their nemes, but, in my opinion, - the
foremen Iritz Rinsporn must know their names as, to my knowledge,

he corresponded with then.

1 meke the foregoing stetement in Wiesbaden, Germeny, on 13 November
1945 I swezr before God, that this is the absolute truth.

(S) Fr. GRAEB

() HERM/ANN FRIEDRICH GRAERE
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Before me, Homer Bs CRAWFORD, being suthorized to administer
oaths, pbrsontlly appeared Hermenn Friedrich GRAEBE, who,

being by me duly sworn through the interpreter Elisabeth
RALDZIE-JEWSKLy made and subscribed the following statement:

s, Hermann Friedrich GRAEBE, declare under oath:

From septenber 1941 until Janusry 1944 1 wes manager and engineer-
in-cherge of & brapch office in SDOLBUNOW, Ukreine, of the Solingen
bullding firm of Josef Junge In this capacity it was my job to visit
the building sites of the firm. Under contract to an Army Construction

Office, the firm hed orders to erect grein storage buildings on the former
alrport of DUBNO, Ukralne,

On O October 1942, when 1 visited the building office at DURNO,
my foreman Hubert MOENNIKES of 21 Aussenmuehlenweg, Hemburg-Hserburg, told
ne that in ®the viecinity of the site, Jews from Dubno had been shot in
three large pits, each about 30 metres long and 3 meters deep. About
1500 persons had been killed deily. All of the 5000 Jews who had still
been 1ving in Dubno before the pogrom were to be liquidated. 4s the
shootings had taken place in hils presence he wes still much upset.

Thereupon I drcve to the site, eccompanied by MOENNIKES and saw
neaer it great niounds of earth, ebout 30 meters long end 2 meters high.
Several trucks stood in front of the mounds. Armed Ukreinian militie
drove the people off the trucks under the supervision of an SS-men. The
militia men acted as guards on the trucks end drove them to and from
the pite All these people had the reguletion yellow patches on the front
and beck of thelr clothes, and thus could be recognized as Jewse.

MOENNIKES end 1 went direct.tc- the pits. Nobody bothered us. Now
I heard. rifle shots in quick succession, from behind one of the earth
goundse. JThe people who had got off the trucks - men, women, and children
of &ll sges - had to undress upon the orders of an SS-men, who carried e
riding or dog whip. They hed to put down their clothes in fixed places,
sorted according to shoes, top clothing end underclothinge. ' 1 saw & hesap
of shoesgs of sbout 800 to 1000 psirs, greet piles of under-linen and
clothing, Without screaming or weeping these people undressed, stood
ground 1ln feaemily groups, kissed each other, said ferewells and weaited
for a sign from another S®-man, who stood near the pit, also with a whip
in his hend. During the 15.m1nutes that I stood near the pit 1 heard
no compleint or ples for mercy. 1 wetched & family of about 8 persons,
g men end wonan, both sbout 50 with their children of sbout 1, 8 and 10,
end two grown-up deughters of about 20 to 24. An old women w1th snow-whlte
nalr was holding the one-year old child 1n her arms and singing to it, a nd
tickling it. The child was cooing with delight. The couple were looking
on with teers in thelr eyes. The fether wes holding the hand of & boy
about 10 years c¢ld and specking to him softly; the boy was fighting his
tecrs. The fether pointed toward the sky, stroked his head, snd seemed
to explain-something to him. A4t that moment the SS-men at the pit shouted
somethlng to his comrade. The latter counted off about 20 persons and
ingtructed thern to go behind the earth mound. Jmong them was the family,
which 1 have mentioneds I well remember & girl, slim and with black hqlr,
who, as she pesgsed close to me, pointed to herself and said, "23",
walked around the mound, and found myself confronted by a tremendous
graves Freople were closély wedged together ond lying on top of:each . . *
other so shet only thelr heads were vislble. Nearly all had blood running
over thelr shoulders from their heads. Some of the people shot were still
moving. OSonme were lifting their erms and turning their heads to show
that they were still alive. The pit was already 2/3 full. I estimated
that 1t already contained sbout 1000 people. I looked for the man who
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did the shooting. He was an SS-man, who sat at the edge of the nsrrow
end of the pit, his feet dangling into the pit. He had a tormy gun on
his knees and was suoking & cigerette. The people, completely naked,
went down some steps which were cut in the clay well of the pit and
clembered over the heads of the people lying there, to the place to which
the SS-nen directed theme. They lay down in front of the dead or injured
people; some caressed those who were still alive and spoke to them in

a low voice. Then I hesrd & series of shots. 1 looked into the pit and
saw that the bodies were twitching or the heads lying already nmotionless
on top of the bodies that lay before them. Blood was running from their
necks. I was surprised thet I was not ordered away, but I saw that
there were two or three postmen: in uniform nearby. The next batceh was
approaching already. They went down into the pit, lined thermselves up
against the previous victims and were shot. When I walked back, round
the nound I noticed another truck—~load of pecple which had just srrived.
This time 1t included sick and infirm persons., &n old, very thin wonan
with terribly thin legs was undressed by others who were slready naked,
while twc people held her up. The women appeered to be paralyzed., The
neked people carried the woman around the riound. 1 left with MOENNIKES
and drove in ny car back to Dubno.

On the morning of the next day, when L agein visited the site, 1 saw
about 30 naked people lying near the pit - about 30 to 50 meters away
from it. Some of them were still alive; they looked straight in front
cf them with a fixed stere and seemed to notice neither the chilliness
of the morning nor the workers of my firm who stood arcund. A girl of
about 20 spoke to me and asked me to give her clothes, and help her eseape.
AT that moment we heard a fast cer approach and I noticed that it was
an SS—-detall. I moved away to my sitee 10 minutes later we hear shots
from the viecinlity of the pit.e The Jews still slive had been ordered
to throw the corpses into the pit; - then they had themselves to lie down
ln this tO be shot in the neck.

I meke the above statement at Wiesbaden, Germeny, on 10th November
1945. I swear before God that this is the absolute truth.

Hermenn Ffriedrich GRAL

Subscribed and sworn to before me st Wiesbaden, Germany, this 10 day
of November 1945.

HOMER B. CRAWEFORB
Me jor, AC
Investigator bxaminer, War Crimes

E

Branch

I, Blisabeth RADZIEJEWSKLA, being first duly sworn, state: fhat I
truly translated the oath sdministered by Major Homer B. CRAWFORD to
Hérmenn Friecdrich GRAEBE and that thereupon he made and subscribed the fore-

0olng stetement in nmy presence,

ELISABETH RADZIEJ.
Interpreter

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Wiesbaden, Germany, this 10 day

o Sovenbes 19405 HOMER B. CRAWFORD, Mejor, &C
Investigetor Exominer, War Crimes
Branch
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req Comriissioner (Gebietskormissar)
ROWNO

Refniillll--

Messrs. JUNG

Howno

The Jewish workers employed by your firm are not affected

by theprogran (4ktion). You must trensfer them to their new

plece of work by Wednesday, 15 July 1942 at t he leo test,

For the Area Commissioner

(Stemp)
Ares Commissloner

Rowno
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Before me, Homer B. CRAWFORD| being suthorized to edminidter
oaths, personally appesred Hermenn Friedrich GRAEBE, who,y being
by me duly sworn through the interpreter Elissbeth RADZIE«JEWSKA,
nacde and subsecribed the following statement:

I, Hermenn Friedrich GR..EBE, declare under oath:

From September 1941 until January 1944 I was mancger and engineer-
in-cherge of a branch office in SDOLBUNOW, Ukraine, of the Solingen

building firm of Josef Jung. In this capacity it was rny Job to visit
the building sites of the firm. The firm hady anong -ethers, a site in

ROWNO, Ukraine.

During the night of 13th July 1942 all inhabitants of the Rowno
Ghetto, where there were still about 5000 Jews, were liquidated.

I would describe the circumstances of my being a witness of the dis-
solution of the Ghetto, and the carrying out of the pogrom (Aktion)
during the night and the morning, as follows:

I employed for the firm, in ROWNO, in addition to roles, Germans,
and Ukreiniscns gbout 100 Jews from Sdolbunow, Ostrog, and Mysotech. The
nen were quartered in a buildings~5 Beshnhofstrasse, inside the Ghetto,
ana the women in a house ot the corner of Deutsche Strasse ,~98.

On Saturday, 11 July 1942, nmy foremen, Fritz EINSFORN, told me of
a rumor that on Monday all Jews in ROWNO were to be liquidated, slthough
the vast mejority of the Jews employed by oy firm in ROWNO were not
natives of this town, I still feared that they might be included in this
pogrom which had been reported. I therefore ordéred EINSFPORN ot noon
Of the same day to merch all the Jews employed by us - men as well as

women - in the direction of SDOLBUNOW, sbout 12 km from ROWNO. This wes
done,

The Senior Jew (Judenreat) had learned of the depaerture of the
Jewish workers of my firm. He went to see the Commanding Officer of the
Rowno SIPO end SD, SS Major (SS Sturmbannfuehrer) Dr. PUTZ, as early as
the Ssturday afterncon to find out whether the rumor of s forthcoming
Jewish Ppogrom - which hed gained further credence by reason of the de-
parture of Jews of my firm - was true. Dr. PUTZ.dismissed the rumor as
a clumsy lie, and for the rest hed the Polish personnel of my firm in
Rowno arrested. Einsporn avoided arrest by escsping from Sdolbunow.
When I learned of this incident I ﬁ%ﬁﬁuﬁ¥ders that all Jews who had left
Rowno were to report back to work/én Monday, 13 July 1942. On Monday
morning I nmyself went to see the Commanding Officer, Dr. PUTZ, in order
to learn, for one thing, the truth sbout the rumored Jewish pogrorl and
secondly to obtaein informetion on the arrest of the Polish office person-
nel, SS Major (SS—Sturmbannfuehrer) PUTZ stated to me that no pPoLrorn
(£Lktion) whatever was planned. Moreover such a pogrom would be stupid
because the firms znd the Reichsbahn would lose valuable workers.

4n hour later I received a summons to appear before the @Area Com~
missioner of ROWNO. His deputy, Stableiter snd Cadet Officer (Ordensjunker)
BECK, subjected me to the same questigﬁ?as I had undergone at the SD.
My explenation that I hsd sent the Jews home for urgent delousing appeared
plausible to him, He then told me - making me pronise to keep it & secret -
thet a pogrom would in fact take plece on the evening of Monday 13 July
1942, After lengthy negotiation I menaged TO persuede him to give me
permission to take iy Jewish workers to Sdolbunow = but only after the
prograw had been carried out. During the night it would be up to me to
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protect the house in the Ghetto agsinst the entry of Ukreinien militis
and SSe. As confirmation of the .discussion ke gave me & document, which
stated that the Jewish employees of Messrs. Jung were not affeeted by
the program, (Original ettached).

On the evening of this dey I drove to ROWNO and posted myself with
Fritz RBINSPORN in front of the house in the Behnhofstrasse in which ..
the Jewish workers of my firm slept. Shortly after 22.00 the Ghetto ﬁ:'
was enclircled by a large SS detechment and sbout three times as many.mémwk:
gers of the Ukrainien militis. Then the electric arclights which hed
been erected In and around the Ghetto were switched on. SS and militis
squads of 4 O b men entered or gt least tried to enter the houses.

Where the doors and windows were closed and the inhabitants did not open
at the knocking, the SS men and militia broke the windows, forced the
doors wilth bearms and crowbars and entered the houses. The people living
there were driven on to the street just es they were, regardless of whether
they were dressed or in bed. Since the Jews in most cases refused $o
leave their houses eand resisted, the SS$ spd nbditia%applisd foreée. . They .
finally succeeded, with strokes of the whip, kicks ehd blows with rifle
butts in clearing the houses. The people were driven out of their houses
in such haste that small children in bed had been left behind in severel
instances. In the street women cried out for their children and children
for thelr perents, That did not prevent the SS from dg#iving the people
along the road, at running pace, and hitting them, until they reached a
walting freight train. Car after car was filled, end the screamineg of
women and children, and the cracking of whips and rifle shots resounded
unceasingly. Since several families or groups had barricaded themselves
in especlally strong buildings, and the doors could not be forced with
crowbers or becms, these houses were now blown open with handerenades.
Since the Ghetto was near the reilroad tracks in Rowno, the younger

people tried to get across the tracks and over a small river to get away
from the Ghetto erea. 4s this stretch of country was beyond the range

of the electric lights, it was illuminsted by signsgl rockets. 4All through
the night these beaten, hounded and wounded people moved along the lighted
streets. Women carried their dead children in their arms, children pull ed
and dragged their dead parents by their arms and legs down the road toward
the train. Again and agein the cries "Open the doorti® "Open the door!"
echoed through the Ghettoe.

About & o'clock in the morning I went asway for a moment, leeving
behind Einsporn and several other Germen workers who had returned in the
meantime. I thought the greatest danger was past end that I could risk
1te Ohortly after I left, Ukrainian militie men forced their way into
o Bahnhofstrasse and brought 7 Jews out and took them to a collecting
point inside the Ghettoe. On my return I was able to prevent further Jews
from being teken oute I went to the collecting point to save these 7 men.
1 sew dozens of corpses of all ages and both sexes in the streets I had
to walk along. The doors of the houses stood open, windows were smashed.
rieces of clothing, shoes, stockings, jackets, caps, hats, coats, etc.
were lying in the street. At the corner of a house lay a baby, less than
e year 0ld with his skull crushed. Blood and breins were spattered over
the house wall and covered the ares immedistely around the child. The
child was dressed only in & little shirt. The commander, SS Major Bitz,
was walking up and down a row of gbout 80 - 100 male Jews who were crouch-
ing on the ground. He hed & heavy dog whip in kis hand. I walked up to
nim, showed him the written permit of Stebsleiter Beck and demanded the
seven men whom I recognized among those who were crouching of the ground.
Dr. Ptz was very furious asbout Beck's concession and nothing could per-
suade him to release the seven men, He made & motion with his hand encir-
cling the square snd said that enyone who was once here would not get away.

Although he was very angry with Beck, he ordered me to take the people
from 5 Bahnhdfstrasse out of ROWNO by 8 o'clock at the latest. When 1 left
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Dr. Pitz, 1 noticed a Ukrainian farm cert, with two horse. Dead people
wlth stiff limbs were lying on the cart. Legs and arms projected over the
side boards. The cart was making for the freight train. I took the
remalining 74 Jews who had been locked in the house to Sdolbunowe.

Several days after the 13th of July 1942 the jrea ¢ormissioner of
Sdolbunow, Georg Marschell, called & meeting of ell firm managers, rail-
road superintendents, and leaders of the Orgenization Todt and informed
them that the firms etce should prepare themselves for the "resettlement"
of the Jews which was to teke place almost immediately. He referred to t he

program in ROWNO where all the Jews had been liquidated, i.e. had been shot
neer KOSTOLPOL.

I meke the above statement in Wieshaden, Gernaony, ¢n 10 November 1945.
I swear by God that this is the absolute truth.

LRIZANN FRIEDRICH GRARBH

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Wiesbaden, Germsny this 10 day
of November 1945,

HOMER B. CRAWFORD
Major, AC
Investigator Examiner,
War Crimes Branch

I, ELISABETH RADZIEJEWSKA, being first duly sworn, state: Thet I
truly tr?nsl ted the oath adrministered by Major Homer B. CRAWFORD to Hermenn
Friedrich GRAEBE and that thereunon he mede and subscribed the foregoing
stetement 1n iy presencee.

BLISABEIH. RADZIETEWSKA
Interpreter

Subscribed and sworn before me at Wiesbaden, Germeny, this 10 day of
November 1945,

HOMER B. CRAWFORD

Ma jor, AC

Invegtigator Exeminer

War Crimes Brench, US Army

—-—— @ ey | W

CERTIFICAT OF TRANSLATION
OF DOCUMENT NO 2892~BS

24 November 1945

I, BETTY D, RICHARDSON, ?/0, W.R.N.S., 66370, hereby certify that I
am thoroughly conversant with the English end Germen langueges; and d%hat
the above 1s & true and correct translation of Document No. 2992-PS.

BETTY D. RICHARDSON
P.0., W.R.N.S.
66370




